
          

 

 
 
 

Update on the South Island Branches 
  
Dear Members, 
   
I hope 2022 has started off well for you and you all enjoyed a relaxing break over the Christmas period. 
  
As some of you will be aware, the Muscular Dystrophy Association of New Zealand’s Southern Regions 
Branch failed to constitute a committee at the 2021 AGM for the second year running which means the 
operations of the branch are being managed by the National Support Office. Unfortunately, the 
Canterbury Branch committee has also disbanded due to two committee member resignations in 2021 
and is also being managed by the National Support Office. 
  
After discussion by the National Council, and consultation with the South Island members, it was agreed 
that the two South Island branches (Canterbury and Southern Regions) will now be amalgamated and run 
as one branch; MDA South Island l Te Waipounamu. There are many benefits to amalgamating the two 
branches including more options for funding and grant applications plus the opportunity to run as one 
centralised, engaged and committed branch for all South Island members. 
  

 
 
What does this mean if I am a South Island member? 
For our members based in the South Island, nothing will change in terms of our services and support. At 
this stage, your Fieldworker will remain the same (Jane Hazlett, Ross Paterson and Jackie Stewart) and the 
branch will continue to be efficiently coordinated by Vivienne Fitzgerald. 
  
I hope we can form an engaged, committed, and focused group to represent the South Island. If you are a 
South Island member and would like to register your interest for the new committee, please contact us at 
southern@mda.org.nz  
  
I am confident this move forward for MDANZ will lead to a positive and member-led future for our MDA 
South Island l Te Waipounamu members. 
  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Ngā Mihi, 
  

 
 
Trevor Jenkin 
National Executive Chairperson 


