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 A Note from our Chairperson  - Mike Nolan  

It’s been over 12 months of something none of us would ever have thought we would be a part of, a 

worldwide pandemic. If I had been told in 2019 that 2020/2021 would bring a worldwide pandemic 

and create chaos around the world, I would have said no way, how could that happen.  

Thankfully with all that is happening around the world a new Canterbury Committee has come out of 

the ashes and once again bought the MDA Canterbury branch back into the spotlight. After a year or 

two of difficult times (yet held strong with our Admin star since 2019, Vivienne Fitzgerald) a new com-

mittee with some fresh ideas is bringing excitement back into the fray. Even more exciting, the new 

committee members are pleased to stand again as nominees for the 2021/2022 year at our AGM 27 

April 2021. Look out for the nomination forms, AGM Notice and proxy forms with this newsletter. 

We have now achieved our 4th gathering (coffee group) since October 2020 at the MacDonalds Riccar-

ton conference room (every second Saturday of the month). Not forgetting every first Saturday of the 

month we meet at 10AM at the MEGA Mitre 10 café in Papanui. For those members in the Tasman 

region, Nelson coffee groups are still going strong and members are always welcome (contact Jane for 

details). And a new 3rd Wednesday of the month afternoon coffee group is about to get underway for 

those not able to make the morning groups in Canterbury (Christchurch) – you will find the details in 

this newsletter.  

The MDA Canterbury Branch 2020 Christmas gathering saw 23 members meet for lunch at the Proto-

col Restaurant and Bar on Colombo Street, with a beautiful Canterbury weather day to boot. So awe-

some to see members attending and even better were the goodie bags put together by Vivienne for an 

absolutely enjoyable event. Money raised from the BBQ outside bunnings during Show Weekend, a 

sunny and breezy afternoon BBQ at “The Gap” on Manchester and Gloucester Streets and a Franz Josef 

Quiz night made the Christmas lunch a special occasion indeed. We look forward to another member 

gathering anytime soon (the committee are in full swing putting together other options  to be an-

nounced for entertainment and social gathering) . Rumour has it there may be a BYO Picnic on the 

28th of March at Hagley Park – find the details in this newsletter.  

We farewelled Paul Graham in September with a luncheon at the Papanui Club and welcomed two 

new Fieldworkers in November (Ross Paterson and Jane Hazlett) – Ross was appointed by National 

Council to cover the Canterbury region from Timaru to Kaikoura, and Jane also appointed by National 

Council for the Nelson, Marlborough and the West Coast. With over 450 members across our member-

ship it will take time for Ross and Jane to meet as many as they can and offer assistance and support. 

Having lived on the West Coast myself for over 30 years I know personally how well the fieldworkers 

are received in our farthest reaching locations across Canterbury, West Coast, Tasman and the Marl-

borough districts. Members should feel free to contact their nearest Fieldworker for that moral sup-

port and a shoulder to lean on. That’s what our Fieldworkers are there for so reach out whenever you 

need. They can also help in finding others with similar conditions so members can share their struggles 

and their wins!  

Its testing times, we will prevail and I know our committee looks forward to keeping people smiling 

through 2021 and into 2022 no matter what comes our way.  

Kia Kaha everyone,  Michael Nolan, MDA Canterbury Chairperson  
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News from the fields 

 

                    WHERE’S WALLY?  

 
Hello everyone. I have been looking forward to getting out and meeting with those of you who like a face-to-
face catchup. As we know, COVID-19 keeps throwing us these curve balls. We are currently in Level 1 in the 
South Island, but in level 2, none of the Fieldworkers can get out and meet with you in person. We all hope 
to stay in level 1. Fingers crossed! 

What has Ross been up to? Since getting out on the road earlier in the year, I have made visits on a suburb-by
-suburb case, (with some exceptions).  To date, I have visited Members in Kaiapoi, Rangiora, Clarkville and 
Ohoka in North Canterbury. In Christchurch I have been seen in Parklands, Queenspark, Burwood, Waimari 
Beach and North Shore, North New Brighton and New Brighton. Until so rudely interrupted by COVID-19 re-
strictions, I was seen in Wainoni, Avondale, Bexley, Bromley and Aranui. I still have more visits to complete 
in these latter areas.  

In the coming weeks, Ross will move on to South New Brighton, Southshore, Linwood, Philipstown and the 
CBD. Enough of that! It is my intention to provide regular indications of movement through our regional news-
letter so if you can see I have passed through your area and you have not been contacted by me – give me a 
shout- our systems are not perfect, and I am always open to being contacted and arranging a visit if I have 
driven past you. 

For those of you in South Canterbury and further afield in North Canterbury I have not forgotten you. My in-
tention is to visit both areas before the onset of winter. 

My contact details are on the website but for easy reference here we go: Phone: 022 473 6434 or email 
ross.paterson@mda.org.nz  

Until we catchup  

Ross 

Jane’s Corner 

 

I have set a plan for the year to reconnect and catch up with all members in the Top of the South and am enjoy-
ing meeting everyone and seeing some of the amazing things that you do,  as well as offering support where I 
can.  
My plan is to travel to Blenheim once a month although the first visit was cancelled due to Covid Level 2 .   
Fingers crossed for the beginning of April. I will be contacting everyone on the West Coast over the next few 
months but at this stage I am unsure when I will be making a trip down the coast, as with only working 10 hours 
a week it will be quite a challenge. 
  
Nelson has their next coffee group on Thursday March 11th 10.30am at Pics Cafe, Pics Peanut Butter Saxton 
Road Nelson - everyone is welcome,  this group meet every 6 weeks. It would be great to get a coffee group 
started in Blenheim if anyone is keen to get this going.  
I now have a phone  and can be contacted on 027 205 5586 if you need me or by email 
jane.hazlett@mda.org.nz 

  
  
Thanks Jane 

mailto:ross.paterson@mda.org.nz
mailto:jane.hazlett@mda.org.nz
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Coffee Groups 

Christchurch 

Monthly on the first Saturday of the month 
Venue: Café at Mitre 10 Mega on Harewood Road 
Time: 10.00 am 
Contact: Paul Arthur 027 260 6180  or pnarthur74@gmail.com 
Covered by The Rehabilitation Welfare Trust 
 
Monthly on the Second Saturday of the Month 
Venue: McDonalds Riccarton 
Time: 10.00am 
Contact: Heather Anderson 020 406 29014 or hfanderson1969@gmail.com 
Covered by  The Rehabilitation Welfare Trust 
 
New Group—The Late Risers 
Monthly on the third Wednesday of the month—First meeting 17th March 
Venue: Dux Dine on Riccarton Road 
Time: 1pm 
Contact: Bruce Dodd Ph 027 449 9794 or email bruce.dodd3@gmail.com 
Covered by  The Rehabilitation Welfare Trust 
 
 
Nelson 
6 Weekly Next meeting 11th March 
Venue: Pic’s Peanut Butter Café 
Time: 10.30 am 
Contact: Kevin Page 029 777 4403, 03 544 7586 oldblue295@gmail.com &  
George Martin 027 420 5631, 03 540 3640 mapuamartins@gmail.com 
 
Timaru 
Contact: Fran and Dave Aitken (davefran162@gmail.com) 
Next meeting: Wednesday 17th March at 2.30pm, please rsvp numbers to Fran & Dave 021 102 8296 
Covered by the South Canterbury Trusts 

 
West Coast 

We are looking at starting a coffee group on the West Coast, expressions of interest, please contact Mike 

Nolan on 027 255 2033 or email chairperson@mda-canterbury.org.nz. 

Rangiora / North Canterbury 

We are looking to start a monthly coffee group in Rangiora, please contact Ross on 022 473 6434 or email 

ross.paterson@mda.org.nz. 

 

Canterbury Branch Supporters 

The Rehabilitation Welfare Trust          South Canterbury Trusts 

 

Up and coming events 

M U S C U L A R  D Y S T R O P H Y  C A N T E R B U R Y   B R A N C H  
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Canterbury Branch Picnic 

 

 

 

Grab a blanket, picnic basket and come and meet the committee members at our picnic 

Sunday 28th March 2021 

Time: 11.00am to 2.00pm 

BYO food and drink 

Venue: Christchurch Botanical Gardens, by the children’s playground.  Carparking off Riccarton Avenue by the 

Tennis Club. Good wheelchair access to the picnic area and there is a café by the toddler pool. 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

    

Are your contact details up to date? 
 

Please contact us if you have changed your email or postal address. 
We are looking at ways to save the association money in postage and help you stay 

informed. Eml: canterbury@mda.org.nz or call 022 304 6840. 
 

Please also like and follow the MDA Canty Facebook page for updates and news.  
https://www.facebook.com/MdaCanty 
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Please vote for MDA Canterbury in  My Giving Circle for a share of 
grants awarded monthly. Votes can be done weekly and are ongoing.  
Please add it to your calendar. 

https://mygivingcircle.org/charity/muscular-dystrophy-canterbury-branch/  

 

   

 

  Annual Donations 
  Canterbury Branch 2021 

 
Individual Donation   $26.00 

Family Donation   $30.00 

Child Donation (under 18)  $15.00 

Payments can be made via direct credit to our bank account, please ensure your name is in the reference 
field so we can issue you a receipt. 

Muscular Dystrophy Canterbury Branch  

Westpac Bank  03-1704-0014923-000 

 
Donations gratefully accepted.  Donations $5 or more are tax deductable, receipts will be emailed or posted out. Please 
include your name in the reference field. For more information please email canterbury@mda.org.nz or ring Vivienne 

on 0800 463 222. 
 

Phasing out of cheques 
 

 
From July this year banks will phase out cheques, will this have an impact on  Muscular Dystrophy Canterbury, 
the short answer is yes.  Many of our donations  are received via cheque, so what can we do to help those of 
you affected by this change?  
 
1. You can set up a regular gift or a one off donation via  online banking, we can still send you a receipt if 

you make sure your name is in the reference field.  Follow the guide below 
2. You can set up an automatic payment, the guide is below 
3. You can go into any  Westpac Branch and deposit money into our account. 
  

Internet banking and automatic payments details 

Our Bank Account Details: 

Bank: Westpac New Zealand 

Account Name: Canterbury Branch of Muscular Dystrophy Assn of NZ  

Bank Account Number: 031704 0014923 000 

  

Your information to show on MDA’s bank statement: 

Particulars:  Donation 

Code:  Membership Number (Optional) 

Reference: Your Name 

https://mygivingcircle.org/charity/muscular-dystrophy-canterbury-branch/
mailto:southern@mda.org.nz

